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ASU School of Social Work ‘School of

Office of Sex Trafficking Social Work
intervention Research

ARIZONA STATE UNIVERSITY

Introduction to Domestic Sex Trafficking

The 2000 Victims of Trafficking Protection Act first defined what sex trafficking was, and a 2003 revision clarified
that the definition includes domestic minors. Defining the law this way relieved law enforcement of the burden
of having to prove force, fraud, or coercion for anyone under the age of 18.

e Recruitment, harboring, transportation, provision, or obtaining a person
Sex through force, fraud, or coercion (psychological, physical, financial) for
S the purpose of benefitting financially from the commercial sex act of that
Trafflel'ng person. Transporting, obtaining, or providing can happen within cities
and states as well as across state or international lines.

< Sex trafficking generates $32-91 billion in profits worldwide

&,

< U.S. is a top destination country for human trafficking activity

% Arizona has many factors that make it a profitable market for sex trafficking including 1)
transportation corridors enabling easy, anonymous movement throughout the state and
across state lines, 2) a large resort community, and mild climate that brings conferences
and other tourist attractions year-round

What kinds of experiences do individuals face before becoming sexually exploited?
e Childhood abuse including sexual abuse (Simons and Whitbeck, 1991}, physical abuse (Silbert & Pines,
1982), and emotional abuse (Roe-Sepowitz, 2012)
e Parental alcohol and drug use (Dalla, 2001)
e Domestic violence, neglect, or abandonment (Dalla, 2003)
e Running away from home, homelessness (Nadon, Koverola, & Schludermann, 1998) and economic
need/poverty (Hardman, 1997)

How do individuals become victims of trafficking (Roe-Sepowitz, 2010)?

1. Running away and living on the streets

. Girls/women may be recruited by “Romeo” pimps who convince them that they love and care about them
. Girls/women may be kidnapped and forced by “gorilla” pimps

. Involvement in gang-related prostitution

. A parent or relative pimps their child

. Freely enter and participate in prostitution for “fun” or “excitement”

. Gay males accessing the gay community via the hustle market

. International or domestic major crime operations “circuits”

O~ Ul B WM



ASU School of Social Work

Office of Sex Trafficking
intervention Research

msmopl of
Social Work

ARIZONA STATE UNIVERSITY

Negative consequences of sexual exploitation

Physical health

e Injury resulting from
violence perpetrated by
pimps and customers
STl's, physical pain from
frequent sexual activity,
stress-related pain, poor
diet/GI problems
= Drug addiction and
related health issues
(e.g. asthma, Hepatitis C,
skin infections)

eSources: (Dalla, 2003; jeal &
Salisbury, 2004; Raphael &
Shapiro, 2004; Schafferand
DeBlassie, 1984)

'Mental/emotional |

health

e PTSD, dissociation

= Poor coping skills
including drug use and
other forms of self harm

e Suicidal ideations low
self-esteem
= Explosive
disorders/violence
=Sources: (Clarke, Clarke, Roe-
Sepowiltz, & Fey, 2012; Farley
& Barkan, 1998; Roe-Sepowilz,
Hickle, & Cimino, 2011; Young,
Boyd, & Hubbell, 2000)

Relational I%ealth

¢ Manipulation, fear/trust
issues

e Trauma bond (i.e.
Stockholm Syndrome)

e Codependency and poor
boundaries, problematic
attitudes towards
intimacy

» Participation and
identification with an
underground social
network

sSources: (Williamson & Cluse-
Tolar, 2002; Williamson &
Prior, 2008)

Treatment needs
Have a mentor or person they can trust

Develop positive social support
Facilitate/support lifestyle change

Deal with their traumatic experiences through counseling (individual/group), where they can 1) Learn
how to feel safe, 2) Decrease fear and anxiety, 3) Address core beliefs about self and the world, and 4)

Anticipate future triggers

Warning Signs of Domestic Sex Trafficking

Homelessness
Moving frequently
Prior sexual abuse

Travel with an older male, or with a number e

of other women/girls

Presence of older boyfriend

® Multiple sexually transmitted diseases
® Tattoos or other branding marks
° Signs of violence

Involvement in the system through other

offenses (e.g. drug charges, theft, property

crimes)

What to ASK if you suspect sex trafficking victimization
1. Can you tell me about where you are living right now? How long have you been there?
2. Who do you stay with? Did you have to do things to stay somewhere that you would rather not

have?

w

Do you have a boyfriend? What do you do together?

4. Has anyone ever paid you to have sex or paid someone else (like a boss or pimp) for you to have

sex with them?

5. Have you ever traded sex for anything like drugs, food, a place to stay, protection, or things like

purses or clothes?
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Thank you.




Governor Brewer established the Task Force on Human Trafficking to examine state law,
administrative practice and law enforcement training practices in order to identify opportunities to
strengthen Arizona’s stance against human trafficking. Overwhelmingly, the Task Force made
legislative recommendations to increase penalties against both traffickers and johns, to recognize
victims of human trafficking as victims under the law and to address trafficking online through
classified websites and other advertisements. These proposed legislative changes will place Arizona in
a position to more effectively defend her children against this modern-day form of slavery.

PROVISIONS OF H.B. 2454
%+ Creates a separate and higher sentencing structure for
traffickers in cases involving minors that increases the
presumptive sentence:
o From 10.5 years to 13.5 years for a first offense;
o From 15.75 years to 25 years for a trafficker with a

prior felony conviction; and

From 28 years to 31 years for a trafficker with two or

more prior felonies.
Adds the language “or should have known” to the section of
statute regarding a john who engages in prostitution with a
minor who is fifteen, sixteen or seventeen and, therefore, limits
the defense that the john did not know he was engaging in
prostitution with a minor.
Allows any prior felony conviction to qualify for increased
sentencing for traffickers, and for johns who knowingly
engaged in prostitution with a minor who is fifteen, sixteen or
seventeen, or “should have known.”
Adds an aggravating offense if a trafficker obtained a victim
from a shelter for runaway youth, foster care, homeless persons
or victims of human trafficking, domestic violence or sexual
assault.
Adds an affirmative defense for victims of sex trafficking for the
crime of prostitution and specifies that a victim's identifying
and locating information is considered private when testifying
in a court proceeding or when it is obtained by a prosecution or
law enforcement agency.
Adds child prostitution, sex trafficking and labor trafficking to
the list of acts that constitute racketeering and allows anti-
racketeering revolving fund monies to be used toward services
for victims of racketeering offenses.
Requires licensed escorts, escort businesses, massage
therapists, and massage therapy businesses to include their
license number in any advertisement for services, as well as to
keep on file proof of the age of anyone depicted in an
advertisement for services.
Establishes advertising a minor for prostitution, when a visual
depiction of the minor is included in the advertisement, as a
class 2 felony and a dangerous crime against children if the
minor is under 15 years of age.

FACTS ON HUMAN TRAFFICKING:

% Human trafficking is defined as
causing another person to engage
in prostitution or forced labor or
services by enticing, recruiting,
harboring, providing, transporting
or otherwise obtaining another
person by deception, coercion or
force.

Human trafficking is the second
largest criminal enterprise
worldwide, netting an estimated
$32 billion each year.

Victims of human trafficking may
be U.S. citizens or foreign
nationals.

Human traffickers prey upon
vulnerable populations, including
children, runaway and homeless
youth, previously traumatized
individuals and prior victims of
sexual assault.

Both adults and children are
victims of human trafficking.
Victims are male and female, from
all socio-economic classes, races
and geographic locations.
Victims are often subjected to
violence, inhumane living
conditions, emotional trauma,
drug and alcohol abuse and
threats to family members as
means of coercion.

Victims of human trafficking do
not profit from their labor.
Traffickers use manipulation,
fraud and coercion to control their
victims; therefore, human
trafficking victims may not be
aware they are victims with
outlets for help and protection.




Arizona Human Trafficking Council
Committees & Membership

Research and Data Collection

Collect and analyze, to the greatest extent possible,
data on human trafficking in the state and submit
reports to the Governor as deemed appropriate by the
Council.

Chair - Dominique Roe-Sepowitz, ASU Office of Sex
Trafficking Intervention Research

Arizona State University

Allie Bones, Coalition to End Sexual Assault & Domestic
Violence

Chad Campbell, Administrative Office of the Courts

Victim Services

Develop a coordinated and comprehensive plan to
provide human trafficking victims with appropriate
services.

= Policy

m  Legislation

Chair - Sheila Polk, Yavapai County Attorney
Margery Alt, DHS Consumer Rights

Sheila Hoppe, Div. Child Safety & Family Services
Carolyn Jones, Streetlight

Brian Steele, Phoenix Dream Center

Outreach and Awareness

Promote public awareness about human trafficking,
victim services and restitution, and trafficking
prevention.

Chair - Michael Derfus, Arizona Department of
Transportation

Chuck Fitzgerald, ArizonaSERVES/DES

Debbie Johnson, Lodging & Tourism Association
Sarah Suggs, O'Connor House

Training

Work to develop training for first responders, law
enforcement, and professions engaged in human
trafficking issues.

Establish and incorporate Arizona Peace Officer and
Standards Training Board certified training on human
trafficking as a basic curriculum requirement for new
officer training at Arizona police academies.

Chair - Tim Chung, Department of Public Safety

Chris Bray, Phoenix Police Department

Jon Eliason, Maricopa County Attorney’s Office

Grant Woods, Former Arizona Attorney General

Underlying Themes / Philosophy

= Develop a multidisciplinary approach to human trafficking. Encourage collaboration and communication

between jurisdictions.

®  Work to achieve greater federal, state, and local coordination on human trafficking issues.

= |dentify opportunities for public-private partnerships to help address human trafficking.

= Further study and consider the recommendations of the Governor’s Task Force on Human Trafficking and
oversee the implementation of the recommendations, as appropriate.

" Foster greater collaboration among law enforcement, non-profit organizations that serve human trafficking,
victims, government agencies, and the community-at-large in order to effectively address human trafficking

statewide.




